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Rev. Mr. JOHN HESLUP, 


To the CRHuRcH of CHRIST denominated 


INDEPENDENT, allembling in ed 
SUNDERLAND. 4 


AN che gth of April, 1777, - the: Day 
appointed for the above Purpoſe, the 
— Church being met, and a numerous 
G of People aſſembled, the Rev. Mr. 
 Brownkield entered upon the ſolemn Work of 
the Day, in Praiſe and Prayer; after which 
he addreſſed the People, in an introductory 
Diſcourſe, purporting that God hath had a 
Church in every Age and Period of the 
World, from Adam and Eve in Paradiſe to 
this preſent Day; and that it is his Will and 
Command, a ſcriptural, and conſiſtent Plan of 
Government and Diſcipline ought to be main- 
tained therein, by the Miene ee to 
the End of Time. 


4% 5 15 
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He then proceeded in propounding the fol- 
low-ing Queſtion; viz. Who was the Means, 

or Inſtrument, and by what Providence of 
God, was the preſent Wor FS Frogs ght to this 
Period? One of the Deacaus from Newcaſtle 
(previouſly nominated by the Brethren” then 
ſtdod up, and gave-a particular Anſwer to the 
aforementioned Queſtion, in Subſtance_ as fol- 
| lows 3 That, about July, in the Tear of bur 
Lord 1772, a Mr. Ingleſby ot London, be- 


| | « ing on a Journey to the North; took an Op- 


* poxtunity of renewing. his former Acquain- 
e tance with the Rev. Mr. Knipe; and, after 
pending a few Days in Newcaſtle, engaged 
his Company to Sunderland, Where he, 
0 namely, Mr. I- . had ſame. zeligious' 
4 Acquaintance: After a ſhort Interview, Mr. 
** Knipe was unexpettedly ſohicited to preieh | 
t that Evening, which he "did; hereuppn, ſe- 
veral of them requeſted his repeated Viſits, 
e occaſionally, fo far as his Charge at New- 
s caſtle, and other Avocations, would admit. 
& A Door being thus opened, he according} 
repeated his Viſits, from Time to Time, 
„ While he found that the Word preached was 
* evidently bleſſed, to the Conviction and 
Edification of many, and perceived that a 
Spirit of Amity and Love was apparent a- 
« mongſt them: At length a Requeſt was 
< made, by a Number of Perſons reſiding in 
„ Sunderland, and its Environs, to the Rev. 
< Mr Knipe, the Deacons, and Members of 
— « the Church at N ewcaltle, under his 1 
| “ Care, 


13 


ce ſetting forth, jn-Terms et Graticade, 


. their Affection and Regard tpwards, him, for 


d his, Work's Sake; and acknowledging the 


< ;peculiar, Goodneſs of God, in baving owned 


« and honoured his Ward, to their Increaſe in 


© the Knowledge and Experience of Goſpel 
Roh and) ex preſſing their Deſire of being 
admitted int Communion with, and conſi- 
< -dexed as a Branch of the ſaid Church: This, 


{+ .after,a proper Scrutiny, was agreed ynto at 
5..a/-Chorch-Meeting,: in Conſequence-where- 
gf, the Covenant: Engagement, Articles of | 
++ Belief, and Rules, were entered into, agreed 


% Bp2B, and ſigned by them, agreeable: to the 
Practice of the faid Church at Newcaſtle ; 


6 Mr. EKnipe {ill continuing to vilit them o occa- 5 


2 ena, ag he found Opportunity. 


A ſhort Time after this, produced a peti⸗ 

_ <, ton from the ſaid Brethren, deſiring, that 
„ Mr, Rnipe might be requeſted and allowed 
to diſpenſe the: Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per amongſt them once in three Months, 


« 4 was accordingly reſolved upon. 


The Church and Congregation ſtill in- 


« © crealing in Numbers, by Means of their 
2e Meetings, and Mr. Knipe's occaſional 
& Viſits, they judged it expedient to enquire 


« for One, who was believed to be qualified of 
God to go out and in amongſt them, in the 
“ Order 4 Ordinances of his Houſe, and to 
take the Paſtoral Charge of them as a Church 


« of Chriſt, on the Independent Plan; the 
« Advice and Aſſiſtance of f the Mimiſtey and 


„ Officers 
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Officers of the Church at Newcaſtle; was 
ſolicited in Order to procuring 4 fuitable 
« Paſtor. Mr. Knipe having, by Means of 
« the Rev. Mr. Brownkield,' prior to this Re- 
e queſt being made, heard of Mr. Heſlupꝰs 
« Qualifications for the Work of the Miniſtry 
„ (Which had given riſe to à Correſpondence 
« with him by Letter,) not long after the In- 
e tention of the Sunderland Brethren tranſpi- 
red, Was providentiall) favoured with ai 
Interview with him, in Sunderland, where 
he was requeſted then to preach, and after- 
Wards invited to Neweaſtle at different 
„ Times. He continued, at their Requeſt, 
ce for a Series of Months, to attend at Sunder- 
“ land, the Reſult of which was, a Call from 
« this People, to take upon him the Paſtoral 
Care over them, (under Chriſt the great 
. + Shepherd of his Sheep, ) which he hath been 
induced to accept; and thus the Grace and 
„good Providence of God, hath attended 
< them from their firſt Acquaintance with the 
Rev. Mr. Knipe, to this happy Period.” © 
The above Account being related, the Mem- 
1 Hery of the Church then recognized their Call, 
which Mr. Heſlup declaring his Acceptance of, 
he was called upon to deliver a Confeſſion of 
his Faith, which he did: After the preſcribed 
and accuſtomary Form of laying on of Hands 
in the Exerciſe of ſolemn Prayer; Mr. Knipe 
gave him the Charge, the Subſtance of which 
is ſubjoined. and Mr. Brownfield delivered the 
* 5 Exhortation to the People. 
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CONFESSION or FAITH. 


-AN:S every eacional Being Pank! be . 
LA. ble, as well for what he believes, as for 
the whole of his. moral Conduct; during his 
Paſſage through Life; -and as I am feine by 
my Mikes. to or heed how I imbibe Senti- 
ments of a religious Nature, and what 2585 
ples I promulge in the Capacity of a Paſtor; 1 
deſire to ſpeak as. in the Preſence, and under 
the immediate Inſpection of that God, before 
whoſe awful Tribunal I am ſhortly to make my : 
perſonal Appearance. 1 0 
From what fi is recorded in che Scriptures of 
Truth, and from calm and mature Reflection 
on the Works of Creation; 1 cannot poſlibly 
avoid believing. the Being and Exiſtence of 
God, who is characterized, as pure from every 
Stain of Sin, and every Spot of Unrighteoul- 
neſs: That he is Independent, Omnipotent, 
Re of. perfect Wiſdom, and conſummate 
olineſs ; unchangeable i in his Nature, and al- 
e incomprehenſible by finite Mortals. 
Th moreover believe, that in the Unity of the 
odhead there are Three Perſons, of the ſame 
Sieden, viz. God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Yhol, ; and that theſe 7 hree are One. 
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admin the Lord Jefus Chrifl, uis only begotten 
Zion, to be the Surety Uf Finuerd; to act in the 
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I believe, that no ſooner did Man (who had 
been created in the Image of God), by Sin and 


Diſobedience, deprive himſelf. of every Thing 
. (truly. and ſtrictly ſpeaking) that was good, but 


a gracious Promiſe of the Maſſiab was . 


ed, for his Comfort and Satisfadtion, as well 
as his fallen Poſterity. 


I believe, it pleaſed God to bale afl fr- 


Capacity of Prophet, Prieſt, and Kings that 


he might ene AE tale) prötedt, ald 
defend his Peop "8 prure Palfiges Tei 
this; Tai: .. 73 1 Ati Childven I b 
« taught. of the Lord; " the” Conſequence of 


which teaching 1 is Peace: 4 Hetice, it 18. added, . 


4 Gerdl Ball be the” Platt tf thy Cre 


This is a Scripture of ſuch” hþoHlatrs; bench 


fo much te che Tratiquilfity and Re 
God's People, that our bleffed S4 viohr Fuel 


cites it, Jokiti” vi. 45. In the” Book of Fett: 


miah this Truth is laid down, partly Dil, The 
fame wotds; "only in a more yg ious Mann ner; 


Jer. XXI. 344. 0 they /þ tech 10 be 
64 cory M 337 geh, and ever) Man ht 


« Brother,” Jaying, Wigb the Tord, for the ah 


<« now EH . elf will desc Ws 


Divine Knowedge, and make them trul 5 77 
py: We are (in Chrit's Schoof) . ey, ull 
N Scholars, but he teacherh © js His W i fr 
Mind, in füch 7 patient ad wonderful Mall 
ner, that we cannot but receive Hi facrett Wit- 
dom. He atones for the Sins and Failings of 


2. 


( 7 9 5 

is Folhowern ; this. is clear from Ifai. lin. and 
indeed from the whole Ne Teſtament, parti- 
bularly the Epiſtle! to the Hebrews; and that 


he rafts his Diſhipflus, and defends his Saints, 
his wn Word:(which abideth for ever) fully 
_ teſtificd;. Hai. xxvi. 10% We haue a: ftrong City, 
Walls and Bul. 
k040anks.)—/The fame comfortable Declaration 
e haveecarded; Pſ..cxxv.'r, 25 They that 

A trigt in the Lord fhatl be as Mount Zion, which 

anno be remobray but abilleth fort eber. As 

_ Mountaitss: are! round about Feruſalem, fo 


Salvation will God. appoint j 


<:rhe'Lord is round: about his Pg N _ 
„ fart hg eue for ever.” 
10 Ichelieve, ia the Fulnefs of Time! the Time 


Med vgon In che Divine Decree, and mention- 


_ ed by che Old. Prophets, the Meſiah's 


the Precepts of the moral Law honourable by 
his-holy Life, aud fuſtained its Penalties by his 


Sufferings ind Death, on the Behalf of all 


thoſe wito ſhall: reve at Heaven—and that as 
le dial for our Sint, i. e. to atone for them, 
he 0 again for' our Juſtification : That his 


eftion was and Proof of his Divinity— 


cypifled the raiſing of his ranſomed Flock from 
Sin and ſpiritual Death and clearly beſpoke 


igeteral Reſurrection at the laſt Day. His 


Aloenſion to Heaven, after bis haf factory 


Work, and vicaribus Employ being finiſhed o 


Earth, ſufficiently taught, and clearly made 
&nown,:that all his Elect, in Bis own - Time, 
N Tao be 84 in Poſſeſſion of the lin- 
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ppeared 
 Jncarnate; united tb Fleſh and Blood, made 
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ing Glories, and raviſhing Beauties, peculiar 
* the celeſtial World.... 11 
I am made to believe, that the Son of God 
id all this with hearty Pleaſure, and all poſli- 
ble Willingneſs, knowing it to be for the Good 
and Welfare of his People, whoſe Perſons he 
loved, and whoſe Souls he redeemed. by 
I believe, the Holy Ghoſt, by his \eternal 
Operation and gracious Working, .convinceth 
of Sin, and of Righteouſneſs; that he illumi- 
nates the Underſtanding with the Knowledge 
of the Truth, in order to make it practical; 
which he effecteth, by bringing the Conſcience 
to ſubmit to the Sovereignty of God in his 
Law, and to receive the Righteouſneſs | of 
Chriſt as it, is held forth in the Goſpel {Ht 
makes known the Father's Love, and the So 
Salvation, to thoſe who from the ng 
have been choſen to everlaſting Life. 45 
i, I likewiſe firmly. Nie Takae: all choſe-of 
Mankind who fur wo the Goſpel: in the Way 
and Form ſpecified in the foregoing Article 3 
mean, thoſe who, are effectually called, wWill 
moſt, certainly endure to the End; that not 
one of them ſhall finally periſh, but be infalli- 
bly. © hept by the ere F God, gh Faitn, 
t to eternal Salvation.“ Thus, it it appears to 
me as clear as Noon, that the. ſaving of Sin- 
ners, from firſt to laſt, is the Work of the ſa- 
cred Trinity: For Man, by his Fall, hath 
wholly loſt all. Ability of Will to ſpiritual 
Good. The Scripture. expreſsly declares that 
we are dead, not partly, ; but ; altogether dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins; that we are para at 
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the greateſt” Diſtance" from God, whois the 


Soul of our Soul, and the Life of our Life; 


or, in the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, that 


we are alienated from the Life of Gad. We are 


ſpiritually inſenſible as to the T hings'which male 


Por our Peace: In this State we remain till 
quickened by the Spirit, and enlivened by 
Grace. The Moment Grace is revealed in our 


Hearts, we are regenerated and born again; 
the Inſtant we begin to live, we are renewed; 
at leaſt, in a great Meaſure: — There can be no 
Intermediate State between Regeneration and 
Unregeneration; for we muſt either be dead 
or alive; be led either by the Fleſh, or the Spi- 
5 Ste. Paul affirms, that every Believer is 
led and guided by the Spirit; under the Influ- 


ence of which, it 1s his Privilege to mortify 
the Old Man,—Thus: the Grace of God finds 
us dead, and breathes WO: us that we may 
have r AMR 


I am further convinced, 8 8 to the 


Wicked and Unconverted, that they ſhall be 
turned into Hell, on Account of their own 
Sins, there to ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal 


N Fire. 


J am moreover perſuaded, chat it is the Will 


60 Chriſt, with Reference to true Believers, 


thoſe; who are united to him, that they ſhould 
aſſemble together in a religious Way, with a 


View to glorify God, and to promote their 
own perſonal Holineſs; that he has inſtituted, 
that proper Officers, viz. Paſtors and Deacons, 
who he calls by Grace, ſhould bei in bis Church 
to Nn End of Taes 
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1 believe that) Baptiſm. is agreeable to o the 


Mind of God, deing inſtituted and appointed 


by Jeſs; Chriſt. This, as well as the Lord's 


Supper are N ew. Teſtamtent Ordinances ; were 

uſed by our Lord himſelf to ſet us an Example; 
and by his: Uſe they were ſufficiently eonſecrat . 
ed to his People. Theſe, in my Judgment, 
are held forth by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xii. 133 


as ſacred Seals. of the Union and Communion 


of Believers, both with: Chriſt, and with! one 
another. Thus, -I:have:mentianed: a few faln- 


t preſent believe, and, thraugh- eg 17 875 
to Nee by Ou 20 782 * got 22 
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5 SUBSTANCE of 2 ber, LY 


ep Chap. xxl. Ver. 17. uit d ey 
— Jeſur faith unto him, Feed my Shep. 


TOW, Ache 'this:Difgovery of the Re. 
deemer's Love 1 Eſpecially when / we 


conlider. unto whom this Direction is gi- 


ven; namely, Peter: What! lying, ſwearing, 
backſliding Peter? Well might the beloved 
Diſciple ſay, What manner of Love it this, 
* that we,” who were ſome time ahenated; 
and Enemies in our Minds by wicked works, 


(as: another Apis 1 * Joould be called 


40 the 


( 13 3 IX 
the Suns f Can“ Not his Sans To- dy, 
and Children of the Devil To-morrawz: but 
His ast Loved unh aneverlaſting. Love , and 
in due Time powerfully ? drawn?” to an hum 
ble; Dependance an himſelf, for every needful 
Jupphylof Grace und Strength, to believe on 
ile Name f bis Sm Jeſus Chriſt, and tove. ane 
Sbanotlur, as be gave un Commandment |.” » 
Lhopt and believe, Sir, you are ane 97 
* Gyd\},”) to feed Chriſt's Sheep; aànd that ho 
is now ſending; you-as his Inſtrument, next to 
his Word and Spirit, to call and comfort them. 
Jeſus Qbriſt, Sir; is the chief Shepherd; and 
as the Sheep never ſeek after the Shepherd, un- 
til they are fbund of him, ſo our great R- 
deemer condeſcends to bleſs the Labours of his 
Miniſters for this valuable End, of gathering 
his People out frbm wmongh "thoſs' Riv; 
wherein they are involved by the Fall. 
It is clear, that by Sheep; in the Words of 
our Text, is ſignied the Church or * — 
of God; Our dear Lord frequently calls 
them by this Name; * My Sheep,” ſays he, 
«''hear my Foics, and I now them, aud they fo 
& low me.. And again Other Sheep I have, 
hieb ave not of this fold, and they fhall bear 
ny Voice 9.2 4 2 4 have chem as fafe, as if 
they were now in glory. 
The Text informs us that the Slicep are 
Chriſts.— — They are his, in various RefpeAs;— 
permit me, briefly to mention a few Particu- 
lars on this Head: They are ſecured to him by 


A 1 e in iii. 1. + Jer. xxxi. I x John i rl 23. - 
I F John x. | 
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Gift: A Thine they were,” faith the Meſfed' Re- 
_ deemery-#*:and: thou gabeſt them me. hein 
Names. are av itten in Hlenven ; ànd I am per- 
ſuadedithere is no Blot nor Eraſement in Godꝰs 
Book. : The Lord. Jeſus Chriſt hath an l un- 
doubted Title unto them; from what he hat 
done and ſuffered) for them : He is dhe Lori 
their Righteouſneſs ]; and he aid . down hit 
Life far Sh Sbeep . They are likewiſe ſecur. 
ed by the Power of Jeſus: - None ſhall: pluck 


< them aut his Hand 4: He liveth for ever, and 


« becuuſſe he liveth, they ſhall live alſo K RM 


O] ho great is the Pride and Ignotrahce of 


thoſe who maintain, and aſſert, that the poor 
Sheep ſtand and perſevere, by the Holdithey 


have in their own Strength of Chriſt, and not, 


as ſome of the old Scotch Divines uſed W 
to ſay; by the Faſ? Grip he hath on them! -ici 


Thoſe who are employed in tending thäſe 
Animals, inform us, that the Sheep will fre- 


quently wanden from the good to the badiPaſ- 
ture, from the dry to the flooded! Land; 
where the Greenneſs of the Graſs is alluring to 
the ſilly Rover, but the End often fatal and - 


deſtructive 3 juſt ſo, do Chriſt's Sheep too of. 


ten ſtray from the ſolid Ground oft a free and 
ſmiſhed Salvation, wrought. out for them by 


their Divine Surety, to the rotten Ridges of 


Arminian Conditions, which they miſtakenly 


ſappoſe are to be performed by them, in order 


to their Acceptance with God; to the mani- 


feſt Hinderance of their Growth and Increaſe 


2 John xvii. 6. n Luke x. 20. 4 Jer. xxiii. 6. 
IF John x. 15. 1 Ibid. ver. 28. *# John xiv. 29. 


* 
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inctheKnowledpe bf the'Truth as t is in Jeſus, 


and Experience of true Goſpel Comfort... 


They further tell us that the Shepherd can 
general form an Idea, whether or: no the 


ge 
Sheep: is'in'a'thtiving Condition; byitys Eyes: 
So may you, Sir, of many, who: probably have 
in Time paſt appeared well affected to the 


Cauſe of God and Truth,“ and (as ſaith the 
Apaſtle) did fun well They will fhun 


your { Miniſtry—lobk cool in Corkjany!/ and 


_ paisyou witli a Degrde of Shyneſs and indiffe- 


rency in the Street: But, Sir, I beſeech you, 


run after them; do not give them up; fay 
unto / them, O::fobliſh Galatians,” who _ 


©, Phojtched'y014/4? Come back to Chriſt : 


member; from whence 'you are fallenk ; win to 


youngeſt. Huſband ©, who" © hateth putting 


«away? Endeavoür, by ſuch Expoſtulations 
as theſe to win them inſtrumentally to a ſenſe 


f their Duty, and to maintain an uniform 
Malk in the Church below). 


ui Nds alſo remarked, that a ee Sheep Kath 


ſtinkitig Breath: So have all Wein ds will 


not allow) the Redeemer to haventieawhole 


Praiſe, of beginning, carrying on, and com. 


pleating the Work of 'Salvation! and every | 


Part thereof; for chem, in them, and 

chem : Their Breath, I. fay, ſtinks of human 
Pride; having nothing to appear in before a 
pure and holy God but filthy, un waſhed 
% craps,” while he will always rej 


Cbvering hat is not of his Spirit, “: and can 


# Gal. v. hs | & + a Galt iii. 4. N + Rev. ii. 1. 
7 Hoſea ii. 7. He e 93; : 


* 
401 


acquieſce 


every 


— 


1 

acguieſce in nothing ſhott of what, is done by; 
| an cometh: 4rpto hamfſelf:; 10,569 42A Dis 
But. che Text informs:us,: that the Sberp of 
1 JLAAveralready hinted t 
you. thły are not to be x muſed with REncemiĩ- 
ums on the ſuppoſed i raſtitude of human Na. 
ture, (which, in its fallen State, is maſerably 
depravetl,) ot told, that om Condition of ching 
their Pant, in Obedience and Conformity o 
the: Moral: Lato, then, ta be.-ſure, God wi 
love and accept: them: This kind of 
tbe Heart e Man (which 11ogeceitful above all 
Things, and deſperately; noicked ;*;) is .pitumlly 
prone ta receive, and I doubt not, the whate- 


Devil of Self, will in this Reſpect, keep Pace 


With, all; Chriſt's Sheep While in this Wilder: 
neſs ; but how different is the Teſtimonyſcof 
the Holy Choſt in this Natter h O Ifrael:: thou 
vaſt deſtroyed thyſelf; but in dix is thy Help #0 © 
- To thoſe. who! are convinced of their help- 
les Condition, and to Whom Sin appearei h vu- 
crrdling ainful ] in its Natute, and damnable in 
its Copſequences, preach Chriſt in all his OM> 
ces, and make known to them the Freeneſs of 
his Grace : Bring farth the beſt Rabe (the Re- 
deemer's: Righteouſneſs) to all the poor return 
ing Prodigals, as the only Garnient tu cover 
their Sduls: Tell the per Sheen, Who ar 


frighted at the Thunderitigm of Sinai ant 


| barked:at by the Dog of Hell, that there: iy 
note no: Condemnation to chem ꝛ 0h are in Cbriſt 
Jeſus Y: Exhott them boovidentr tir Union 


Jer, xvii. 9. f. Hoſta ii. 9. Þ Rom. Mi. 23. 
I Luke xv. 23. 1 Rom. vide . 
. to, 


6 


'ts, and Communion with him, by their walk 


r 


ing, not after AHeſbiy Liſts, nor fleſbly Doctrine, 
b 7 after that 'bleſed and holy Spirit, who, 
whilſt he leads to Chriſt for Salvation, will aſ- 
fred influence to Holineſs of Life. | 
Th, my dear Sir, I beſeech vou to take | 
the piston of God in his Word, in order to 
your , Fchpng g his Children in a Conſiſtency | 
with” that Chain of revealed Truths, which 
the, Holy Ghoſt hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
to tranſmit to the Church, and which alone is 
: profitable for Dodtri ine, for Reproef, for Correction, 
and for 1nflrudtion i in Rightequſueſs * In ſo do- 
ing, you. will. be enabled, I truſt, to feed the 
dear , Sheep of | Chriſt, \inftrumentally, with 
Food convenient for. them ; 
Again, Sir, point them to the divine Fulluſs 
of J eſus; tell them all the Fathers had their 
Supplies ihereftom. . 4 'Methinks, the royal Pro- 
phet- (David) perſonates, every Prophet, every 
50 oftle, every Goſpel Miniſter, yea, every 
_ Chriſtian; and, that e ach of theſe by him ap- 
pear to ſland, and cry, all my, Springs are in 
bee by This Conkderation, dear Sir, will make 
your Work delightful, whilſt your own Soul, 
-from that bleſſed. Fountain of Light and Com- 
fort, i is a5 @ well-watered Garden J: But with- 
al, my dear Brother, you are not to meaſure 
your Uſefulneſs, by: what you feel. Perhaps 
your own Fleece may be wet, and all the reſt 
dry: Remember, God is Sovereign, and bleſ- 
ſeth his Church, for his own Sake, and not be- 


QOTIT1 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16. +: Prov. xxx. 8. f Pla. berg. 7. 
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On the other Hand, bew 


Remember poor Peter in 
Saviour's Love to him. Remember, In our 
dear Maſter aroſe from the Dead, "tis Taid to 
the weeping, ſeeking Women, Go tell his Dif 
or. Peter firſt? Yes, 
he is weeping yonder, ever ſince Feſus. locked 
on him, he'll preach no more, unleſß he forther 
| diſcover his Love to him: Go, tell him he does 
not condemn him. Oftentinies; my dear dear Sir, you 


may (in your public 11100 
oul, 


ciples, and Peter x: What! p 


in great Darkneſs of 


* Mark Xvi. 7. oy 


wr 


Wi 


and 


# 4 af © 


&7,9 N 
* 


ds "Marth: viii. 25. 


51 ah 


gives you l no Proof F Tg 73 855 * 

on or Experience of the 1 cop 4h 

1 0 ache doubts | 
ext, "and th he 


0 eſpecially) te 
apt to draw / 
1. ſuch Concluſions as theſe:· Art thou not a- 
yſelf! How thou halt blunger- 
6 along! Where wilt 1 hide. thy Head? 5 
6 There were ſuch and ſuch 
. aer ; what, 


8 eat In 12 5 


NOM 


493. 

chat & you can never expect too little from Self, 
nor too much from Cbriſt: Perhaps, at 
this dark Time; fome poor Mourner in God's 
Zioh, may take you by the Hand, and bleſs 
God for that very Opportunity, in beſtowing 
N _ and Comfort through your inſtrumenta- 
45 Kemember; Str, ths Sheep are your Maſter's, 
_ wy the Proviſion too, and that as he hath 
bought them with his ' Blood, all their Support 

and Nouriſhrhient muſt be derived from his 
divine and inexhauſtible Fulneſt. eee ee 
Further, Sir, there is a private Way of Feed 
ing Chriſt's Sheep, and that is, by viſiting 5 

them, as faith the Apoſtle, from Houſe to Houſe &. 
In this Reſpect, Sir, I earneſtly beſeech you to 


be mindful of God's poor People: Do not on- 


ly be found amongſt the Rich of this World, 
where the ſumptuous Dinner, and the Bottle 
of Wine is brought forth, but viſit likewiſe 
the Cellars and the Carrots : The Lapidary- 
Men cut their precious Stones chiefly in Gar- 
rets, ſo doth Chriſt cut and poliſh many of his 
Jewel, with the keen Knife of Poverty, in BW 
| theſe mean and dreary Apartments: Enter in 
_ with 2 Smile, and tell them, God hath ho gen the 
Poor of this World Rich in Faith, and Heirs of 
the Kingdom +; and that through great Tribula- ; 
tion | they muſt enter the wealth y Place. 
Pardon my Plainneſs, dear S; and now 
ſuffer me, in 7 laſt Place, to exhort you, to 
pray in Private' for your People : It is to be 
feared there are many prayerleſs Paſtors, as 


# Ads * a0 f James ii. 7. 4, Rev. vii. 14. 
81 well 


os 20 ) 
well as, prayerleſs People; but I am perſuaded 
better Things of you: May the good Lord quick- 


en you and me, and all his Miniſters,” and di- 


rect us to, and in, every Part of our Duty. 

Dear Sir, it is with a peculiar Pleaſure. I can 
ay, I now deliver up this Branch of the Church 

at Newcaſtle to your paſtoral Care. I pray 
God, who only ig ſufficient, for theſe. Things © 5 
to make you abundantly uſeful amongſt them, 

to their Increaſe in Numbers, and every need» 
ful Gift and Grace. I beg you will now fit | 


down, and may the Lord — Spirit powerfully 15 


apply, what in Weakneſs: hath been delivered, 


to your Soul, to my. Soul, aud all AD NOW . 
hear me. Auen. thy nffion . of 


231. T3. - Tri 31 ; 


EGS 0000000006 
As EXHORTATION, Be, 


44> 4 


| 5 ag 1TH great Pleafure = Yarns, 3 3 
YY this 15S fertlea FY Golpel-Church,; ; 
with. a Paſtor over you, who 1 is well qualified 
with Gifts, (and I hope with Grace ale.) to 
go in and out before you, and fo teach FE the 
| good Kuowledge of the Lox, FT. 3 
I ſincerely con gratulate you, on your Nelent 
happy Circumſtances; and moſl earneſtly wiſh 
their Continuation, together. with A gracious 
Improvement of them. 
Infpired with ſuch Wilhes, in an 3 


Dependance on divine Grace, 1 proceed, ac- 


33 cor. ii. 6. +; 2 Chron. XX, 22. 
5 cording 


WS 
| dordiüg tothe Province aſſigned me, to ſuggeſt 
2 few ſcriptural Advices, ſuitable to the pre- 
ſient Occaſion, which, through the raden 
Bleſſing of Heaven, if properly . to, 
merke for "ow Pits Re ch Ad- 
: e h 121 Ae Ox) IN 
ie this Views dai to beg your At- IP 
tention, to the latter Clauſe of the 37th Verſe 
of the 2d Chapter of the Acts of the: Apoſtles, 
where: the guilty, and ſelf condemned Multi- 
dude, are repreſented in de e f their 
_— as inquiring / 
MEN and BRETHREN: ndr dL / wa bo? 
But I would not have you imagine, that 1 
Fapgiofe; your State to be exacłly the ſame with 


theirs; that you are 6nly convinced of the 


Mant of a Saviour: Lwould hope, you have 
not only in ſome Degree ſeen your Wants, but 
alſo found him, ef -wwhom" Moſes in the Law, and 
fhe Prophets did write;\'TEsuUs of Nazareth, the 
Son gf Joſeph &. Therefore, theſe Words ſhall 
only be made Uſe of by Way of Accommoda- 
tion And ſuppoſing them ſo. accommodated, 
to be the Language of you, the Members of 
this Church, 1 ſhall endeavour. to give, the 
important Inquiry they contain, à plain and 
practical Anſwer. And, it is intended, that 
this Anſwer ſhall reſpect, your Duty to God, — 
to your Miniſter, to one another, — to other 


religious ep to Mankind i in e; 
ral. 


As for Ged, ho is a Spirit, and we - ſhould « wor- 
ſhip him, in Spirit and in Truth 4, He is the 


* John i. 45. 12 2 5 ol John i iv. 24. 


tk | 


| 2 & 

greateſt und the beſt of: Beings; poſſeſſed of 
every.poſfible/Perfetion; „Helis exalted alvur 

all Buffon and u Praiſe H. We thould theres | 
fore [revore his excellent Majeſty, fear his om. 
rüpotent Power, rely upon; his facretl Truth; 
admire his gracious Goodneſs, and chyriſh 


Diſpoſitions of Mind, ſuitable to all his gbri- 


ous Perfections. The Doarines he Trath«clear> 
ly revealed, we ſhould (irfiplicithy believe;;iafid 
the Precepts he hath!) graciouſly given u, 
unild be unreſervedly abeyettcit We: ſhould 
love and praiſe him, for Nhat he is in himſelf, 
and for what he hath done. Wie ffiould prhiſe 
Bim, for all his mighty antb iſurpriaing Works 
of Creation and Proviilence'; but eſpeciatly, 
for his aſtoniſhing, and 2 Work of Re- 
demption by HSE CurisT: 1c ee 
and Trub are met together hir eee 
ve Peace. have liſſd each the? +. a gil: - 
Aud that you, my Brethren), may fear God, 35 
| lx him, and in every Thing glorify his Name, 
be careful, to exerciſe yourfelyes: in cnſtant 
Watchfuneſs, and fervent Prayer: Mutchund 
n Jo enter nat inta Temprarion fl. 
With Regard to your Miniſter, whom you 
have freely and unanimouiſly choſen to:prefide 
oder you, endeavour to make his Life as happy 


to himſelf, and 43. ufeful to 1 as PR . 


FO ca eee nere 
With this View, reſpect - 5 Perfon,—bi : 
Charadter,—and h un N e 


Ly 2 $ 
, * 
if. 


* *-Nebem. ix . 5 bert. 1 10. 
5 t wut. xxvi. . 


As. 


3 ; 
to his Perſon Always carry yourſelves 
15 F Affection towards him; 
d, take. Care to evidence. your Affection, 
wich Prudence and Diſcretion, For, I could 
not wiſhy vou, under the Maſk. of Kindneſs, to 
behave. with that indecent, and, unmannerly 
Familiarity, which frequently i is too much prac- 


MI of 


tiſed. Know him, who 1s now to labour amon 
you, and is. over. you in the Lord, and erm, im 
—ͤ highly 7 in Love, for his Works Sake rn 
Fri Character 4% you ſhould. be Al bye rok 

careful of... ' His Reputation for Piety and Mo- 
| rality, is of the laſt Importance to his Uſeful. 
Heſs as 2 Minifter, For, who will, regard the 
Miniſtrations of a Man, whoſe Converſation 0 
and Behaviour are rather 2 Diſgrace than an 
| flonour to the Goſpel of Chriſt. Now, the 
N and Cateleſs will often attack the Cha- 
er of the belt of Miniſters, for 4-2 þ obvi- 


a. 


be 5 oa on many Dams — 
ſions, think they. do God Service, by, miſre - 
preſenting an dv ifying them. But you, my 
x Brethren, ola defend your Maniſter' 8 Repu- 
tation, a8 far as poflibly you . can, without 
tr inlgrefüng the cred Laws of T ruth and 
Virtu ne. Wi”: 'be 8 a 1 you 
never Fi or do any Thing, that. hath the leaſt 
Tendency to hurt your Miniſter's Character. 


Different Men are of different Diſpoſitions, and 1 


all in the preſent. Life, have ſome Infirmities 1 
We ſhould, therefore, make ſome little Allow- 


3 Thel. F. 1. 13. 
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N ER ' ance 
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ta) 


ance for 4 Man's partic . 


wa Temper and Cic- 
cumſtanres; and not be over: ready to con- 
clude, or 25 ke hath acted Medadllent wit nk 
His Character, when, perhaps, We! have, no Bl 
Foundation for any ſuch. Reflection. The Apoſ: 
tle knew People would be ready enough. to « jig 
tertain, if not 'propagate, ns 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel; and, there 5 
charges them nat to receive an Accuſation exc | 
an Elder, but befare tao or ' three Witneſſes &. _ 
if a Miniſter ſhould really behave contrary. to 
the Dignity of his holy Calling, 2g defend 
«* him would be a Crime, inſtead of 2 Virtue ; 
e and an Affront to Religion, inſtead of a Res ; 
e commendation of it.“ 

"Your Paſtor's Minſtrations ould. a 1% be con; 
Rahtly attended; for your own Benefit, vom Z 
Miniſter's Satisfaction wand the honour of Re- 
gion. - LY. 1OT- of [1 'T . 

For your oon | Benefit Under the 1 | 7 
of the Word, your Underſtandings may be en. 
lightened, ' and your Affectipns ſpiritualized. 
Frequently, God's People, When attending 922 
_ ligious Exerciſes, have had the greateſt Reaſon 
to lay, It is good to be here +, Let your own 
Intereſt then excite you to 2 Tegular Attend- 
ance on all the Ordinances of God: And, als 
ways remember, that i in ſo going, vou contrix : 
dure EET 

Your Miniſter 5 Saiten. It can be no 
Pleaſure to him, after many painful Hours, 
ſpent in fudying, rightly to divide the Word of 

1 Tim. 006 * Matt. xvii. 4. 
C8 | 5 | Truth, 


( 25 ) 
Truth *, when he appears, to give every one hs 
Portion f Meat in due Seaſon f, to find your 
| Seats empty, and his Miniſtrations diſregarded. 


On the other Hand, your conſtant nd uni- 
form Attendance, will ſtrengthen his Hands, 


and encourage his Heart, to increaſe, and a- 


boünd in the Work of the Lord. Obſerving 
you to liſten with. attention, hoping you do 
profit, he will think no Labour to ſevere, no 
Pains too great, to * 125 9 Te 


_ everlaſting Intereſts. 


The Honour of Religion foould lilewif be 45 : 
vont y regarded, in your Attendance on your 
Miniſter's. public Exerciſes. If you neglect, 
others will make your Negligence a Precedent 
for doing the ſame; and think, there is little 
Need of attending Ordinances, when you, 
who are Profeffors, ſeem fo much to fight 
them. Lay not therefore a Stumbling-Block 
in the Way of the Careleſs and Profane ; but, 
in this ReſpeR, as well as Others, let 4 8055 i 
Jorge before Men J. 

Ino proceed, to lay before: you 2 ſhort 
View of the particular Duties you owe to one 
another. I do not ſo much mean the common 
Duties you are obliged to perform as Men, and 
as Chriſtians; as, thoſe which are incumbent 
on you, as Members of a particular Church of 
_ Chriſt. The principal of them are,—Sympa- 
thy, —Sübmifſſion,.— — Watchfulnels, —-and, the 
moſt fervent Affection. e 


„ Tim. i. 23. + Luke xii. 42. f. Matth. v. 26. 
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ther. 
eller; yea, let all of you be ſubjett to one another, 
aud be cloathed with Humility „ Nothing hath 
done more Harm in the Churches of Chriſt, 
than a haughty and  untractable Diſpoſition. 


- — 8 
. 
3 4 2323 : 2. *- 


« 26 y 
 Sympathize one with another in your Diſtreſs. 
Tribulation is, more or leſs, the common Lot 
of Mankind in the preſent State. Man 7s born 


unto Trouble x But real Chriſtians are expoſed 
to a Vari jety of peculiar Trials. Many are the 


Mictions of the Righteous f. It is W much 


7. ribulation. they are to enter into the Kingdom of 
God f. Conſidering this, bear ye one another's 
Burdens I; and, endeavour to alleviate —_: 
Diſtreſs, with your Sympathy : and tender Com- 
| paſſion, which perhaps you may not be able 
Wholly to remove. Weep with them that weep ||. 


Submiſſi 5 on, alſe, is 4 Duty you owe to one ano- 
et the younger ſubmit. themſelves to the 


Beware of it. Let it have no Place among 
you. For, behold ! in its diabolical Train, an 
Army of the inoſt formidable Evils, ready to 
prey upon your peace, your Uſefulneſs, and 

your very Exiſtence as a Church. And, that 
you may never be betrayed by its Tempta- 
tions, be always upon your Guard. Watch. 


And not only let every one watch over his 
own Heart, but alſo, 


Watch over one another. Watch over one * 


nother for Good; but not for Evil. Too ma- 
ny are ready enough to watch that they may 


do ADICAKE ; but 1 would hope better. Things 


* Job xiv. 1. +Pſa. xxxiy. 19. | Acts xiv. 22» 
J Galat. vi. 3. Rom. Xii. IS. § x Peter v. 5. 


of 


E 

of you. Watch, that you may prevent it. 
I do not mean, that you ſhould magnify every 
trifling Indiſcretion. However, permit me to 
intreat you not to to ſuffer Sin upon your Bre- 
tbren *, Kindly and courteouſly reprove them. 


Do it, with all the Expreſſions of the ſincereſt 


Affection; and, nevet expoſe even the real 
Faults of any, till you find that private Re- 
proof will be of no Uſe. And, even then, be 
careful to regard the Injunction of our bleſſed 


Lord; If he will not hear thee, then take with 


thee one or two more, that in the Meuth of one or 

two Witneſſes, every Word may be eftabliſhed. | 

And, if be ſball neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
the Church, (that is, make it known at a Church - 


Meeting,) but if he neglect to hear the Church, 


let him be unto thee 6s a Heathen- Man and a Pub- 
lican g, cut off, from the earn Privileges 
of Church-Member s. 
Match alſo, with Regard to your Adm: ion of 
new Members. Before you permit any to be 
united with you in Church-Fellowſhip, let 
there be good Reaſon to believe, that, in ſome 
| tolerable Meaſure, they underſtand the Doc- = 
trines of the Goſpel; and, that they have ex- 
perienced their ſacred Influence upon their 
Hearts. None but ſuch as in the Judgment of 
Charity were converted to God, were admitted 
Members of the Apoſtolic Churches. Your 
Intereſts, as a Church of Chriſt, are not likely 
to be promoted, by a promiſcuous Admiſſion 
of Perſons of all Kinds of Sentiments, and of 


eit. xix. 27; Match. viii. 13, 16, 17. 
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doubtful Characters. Such an heterogeneous 
Maſs, of jarring Materials, like the Iren and 
Clay, which compoſed the Feet of Nebuchadnezzar's 


Image *, will never be properly united; but, 
after oceaſioning the moſt piercing Sorrow, in 
the judicious and ſincere of Heart, moſt likely 

will turn every one to his own Way, and va- 

5 niſh like a Dream when one awaketh.. Such as 
Join religious Societies,” without knowing why, 
cannot at all be depended upon. It is moſt 
probable, they will ſooner or later leave them, 
for the ſame Reaſon for which they joined them; 
or rather, becauſe. they ſaw no Reaſon at all, 
neither for coming in, nor going out. Be 
careful then to keep: fuch at a Diſtance, till 
there is ſome good Grounds. to hope there is a 
real Work of Grace wrought upon the Heart. 


And, let all your Works be done in Charity. 
Let the moſt fervent Affection be manifeſt, on 
all Occaſions. + By this, ſays our Saviour, Hall 


all Men know that you are my Diſciples, if 'you 
Have Love one to another . As, where bitter En- 
ꝛying and Strife are, there is Confuſion, and every 
evil Wark ; ſo where Love, the Love of Chriſt 


rules in the Heart, there is Peace, heaven-born 


Peace, and all that a wiſe and Wo Man va- 
lues, and holds moſt dear. . 


Cultivate this Grace. You will never —. 


Reaſon to repent your Labour. It will amply 


repay your Toil. For he that loveth, dwelleth in 


God, and God in him J. It i 16, indeed, a is 


„Dan. ii. 439% + John xiii. 3. Þ James i ui. 16. 
e 5 r 64 aut Bos Ws. 
melan- 


( 29 ) 
melancholy Truth, that there is much more 
Talk of this Virtue, than Reality. But, let 
it not be ſo with you. Love not in Mord any; 
but alſo in Deed, and in Truth x. Manifeſt your 


Affection by being ready, at all Times, to do 


Good to your Beethren,. whether in Mind, 
| Body, or Eſtate... : 
But, it is high Time that 1 eons to inform 
you, what you ſhould do, with Reſpect to o- 
t religious Societies. ; 
There are ſome, whoſe e concern- - 
ing Religion are the ſame, or nearly the ſame, 
with your own; and who appear, by the 
wWbole of their Conduct and Behaviour, to lobe 
the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity F With , them, al- 
ways endeavour to live on the beſt Terms. 
Let no trifling Differences, reſpecting doubtful 
Points, hinder you from cordially embracing 
them, in the Love of Chriſt. When any Thing 
diſagreeable happens in ſuch 8 mourn 


with them; and, on Account of their Proſpe- | 


Tity, whenever it happens, heartily rejoice. 
© It may be, there are others who hold religi- 


ous Opinions, which, according to your Views 


of Things, are very unſcriptural, and perhaps 
inconſiſtent with themſelves. Thoſe Opinions 
too, may be inſiſted upon with much warmth, 

though with little Argument. Let ſuch Per- 
* ſons have your Pity and your Prayers; but, 


be not fond of diſputing with them. r 


theleſs, if any Circumſtances ſhould ſeem to 

promiſe a e 0 * Succels, in Meekneſs, 
1 John iii. 1 + Epheſ. vi. 24. 
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(390) 
attempt to inſfruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
God, peradventure, will give them Repentance, to 


the acknowledging of the Truth'*. Bot, take 


particular Care of all unſeeming Heat, and all 


unbecoming Language, while you contend ears 

xeſtly,. for the Faith once delivered to the Saints ++ 
Our boiſterous Paſſions do no Service, in the 
Management of religious Controverfy. The 
Wrath of Man . not the nnn 
of God 1. 


Ina Word, when you produce your kong 8 
Reafons, in Behalf of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 


Jet it be done with Candour and Good-Nature; 
| Keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from a fiery, bi- 
gotted, perſecuting Spirit. And, be always 
ready to allow others the ſame Liberty of 


Speech, and the ſame Liberty of Conſcience, 


which (thanks be to God for the invaluable 
Bleſſings,) you happily enjoy yourſelves. | 


I have only to add a few Words, regarding 


; your Duty to Mankind i in a. and I have 
done. 


In the World you 1 find, iet two 
Sorts of People. Some, who are violent Ene- 
mies to all ſcriptural Religion, though they 


may profeſs to believe the Bible; and, others, 
who are quite indifferent about the Matter. 
Reſpecting the former Claſs, behave towards 
| 5 — all the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, ſo 


earneſtly recommended in the Goſpel; and 
conſtantly, and uniformly exhibit an Example 
of Juſtice and Integrity. Give them no Cauſe 


ee 


( 32. ) 
to reproach Religion on your Account. Tet 
none of yen ſuffer as a Murderer, ur as Thief, 
or as an evil Doer, or as @ .buſy Body," in other 
Men's Matters *, In Simplicity and godly Sin- 
cerity, have your Converſation in the World +. 
And if, after all, che Enemies of Religion will 
find Fault, e your. Enemies, ' bleſs them that 
cue you, do Good to them that hate you, and 
pray for . that diſpitefully uſe you,” and perſe- 
cute you f. Perhaps, your | Harmleſſueſs and 


__ Honeſty may make a deſirable Impreſſion on 0 


- their Hearts: And, under the powerful Influ- 
ences of fovereigh Grace, be the happy Means 
of accompliſhing that, which holy Tears, and 
fervent Prayers, bave hitherto ſought in vain. 
With Regard to ſuch as are lukewarm about 
5 Religion; ; but, perhaps, in other Reſpects, uſe · 
ful and ornamental Members of Civil Society, 
behave to them with all Chriſtian Coureſy, and 
good Manners, ſo frequently inculcated by the 
inſpired Writers. Do not be behind Hand 
with them, in Kindneſs, Affability, and Gene- 
roſity. A ſour moroſe Carriage is no where 
recommended in the holy Oracles, and ſome- 
times is a Stumbling-Block in the Way of the 
Careleſs. Be you, therefore, decently chear- 
ful. Yet, at the ſame. Time, forget not the 


Gravity, and Sobriety, which are an eſſential 


Part of the Chriſtian Character. | Rejaice with 
trembling it. 28135 5 


Ty Peter iv, 15. + 2 Con. „ . 1 Match. v. 44. 
| EP Pal. ii. 11. 0 5 5 


Finally, 


oy 


| t _ Ha 

Finally Brethren, in all Things thew your- 
ger Patterns of good Works. Mhatſoever 
Wings are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, 
 whatftever Things are juſt, whatſoever. Things 
art pure, whatſeever Things are lovely, whatſoe- 
ver Things are of good Report, if there be any 
Virtue," if there be any Praiſe," think on theſe 
Things . And may the God of Peace, that 
brought again from the Dead aur Loxp: JEsus 
 CunisT, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro 
the Blood of the everlaſiing Covenant, make you 
perfect i in every good Work, to do. his Will, works. 


ing in you that which is well-pleaſing in his Sight, 


| through Jesus CarisT;. to * ** __ or 


1 a ever. r 
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